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HIGHLY EXPERIENCED AND DIVERSIFIED TEAM 

LEADS NEW McCORMICK PLACE EXPANSION PROJECT 
 
McCormick Place is expanding, with a state-of-the-art exhibition space to the west and south of the present 
complex.  Bordered by Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Indiana Avenue and the Stevenson Expressway, the 
new space will include approximately 470,000 square feet of exhibition space and approximately 250,000 
square feet of meeting space¾ including the city’s largest ballroom. 
 
The Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority awarded the project to Mc4West¾ a distinguished and 
diversified team of 10 designers and builders with unparalleled experience in building large-scale projects.  
Virtually all of the Mc4West companies worked on the South Building project—which exceeded MBE/WBE 
goals, and was completed ahead of schedule and under budget. 
 
“We are proud to be a part of McCormick Place’s plans to expand once again,” said Gary Schalmo, a 
Mc4West project executive.  “The Mc4West team sees this project as more than building the biggest 
convention center.  It is also about building viable communities thriving businesses and lasting 
relationships.”  
 
Led by Mc4West Affirmative Action Program Administrator, Stephanie Stephens, Mc4West has hit the 
ground running on community outreach since the award of the project last April.  The goal is to build 
capacity within the local minority- and women-owned business communities that will give them greater 
qualifications and access to future major projects in the area. 
 
“Open and inclusive, early and often are the principles of the Mc4West plan,” states Stephens.  “We want 
to make sure the contractors and workers on this project reflect the diversity of the Chicagoland area.”  
 
In the last six months, team members have met with community organizations, assist agencies, elected 
officials and university representatives.  They regularly hold networking opportunities, and routinely place 
Requests For Proposals and other notices in various community and daily newspapers—all geared toward 
attracting a variety of construction trades and disciplines to the project.  As a result of the outreach efforts, 
several additional firms have joined the project team.  
 
 “We look forward to great working relationships with MPEA, the communities bordering McCormick Place 
and all the people who will help enhance the world’s premier convention center,” says Richard Stein of the 
Mc4West team. 
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